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Introduction to AS1926.1-2012

A new standard for swimming pool fencing, Australian Standard AS1926.1-2012 has been introduced as is effective for pools and spas
built after 1* May 2013. AS1926.1-2007 remains in use for pools and spas built prior to May 1% 2013.

Many of the aspects from AS1926.1-2007 are still present in the new standard, however there are a number of new regulations that
need to be covered. This hand out will talk though all main issues when considering the pool fencing regulations of AS1926.1-2012.

Objective — The objective of this standard is to restrict the access of young children under the age of 5 to swimming pools.

Materials — Materials should be sufficiently strong to prevent forced entry by a child to a pool enclosure and should comply with
AS1926.1-2012, glass safety barriers should also comply to AS1288 (Glass in Buildings). All barriers must be deemed fit and suitable for

their intended purpose by your RBS.

CHILD RESISTANT DOORSETS & WINDOWS: {not llustrated)
Child Resistant Doorsets are NOT PERMITTED as part of your safely barrier for an cutdoor swimming pool. ‘
Child Reslstant Windows fo be restricted 1o 100 max apening or o be fitted with a security screen. Latch release,
1500 Min. above ground &
1400 Min. above highest lowest
dimbable member

¥ihere hinges protrude more than 10mm or the gap 10 Max

between the post and gate is greater than 10mm
a 500 min. and a 1000 min. verlical separation is
required to prevent hinges chmbabila,
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TYPICAL SAFETY BARRIER:- The minimum height of an
intemal swimming peol barrer is 1200 measured on the
approach side (outside) of the barrier, Refer figure 1.
‘Where the barrier is to be installed an a skope and the
fence panels are to be slepped, attanfion to the distance
between fhe horizontal mambers of adjoining panels is
required.

A 800 NCZ petwesn the horizontal rails on each panel and
1000 Mirw to the top must be maintzined,

GATES:- Gales Installed in the infernal barrier must be x
sell closing and salf latching with & latch release 1500 high

and must open away (outward) from the pool.
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“Figure 1 STANDARD TYPICAL | 00 stex. 105
POOL SAFETY BARRIER (with gate)  permanent stable

surface, paving,
Non-Climbable Zones (NCZ) lawn ete.
The NCZ is a 900mm high vertical continuous section on the barrier, free of projections and indentations greater than 10mm.
Where the NCZ is measured from depends on if the barrier is a 1200mm pool fence, or an 1800mm boundary barrier.

There are now 5 NCZ to be considered in accordance with figure 2.1. For NCZ definitions please see overleaf.
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[a) NCZ 2 at top of barrier (B) NCZ 2 in middle of barriar

NOTE: The lower radius point of NCZ 2 may be located anvwhere on the barrier
provided there are no aids for climbing within the arc

DIMENSIONS IN MILLIMETRES

FIGURE 2.1 EXAMPLES OF NON-CLIMBABLE ZONES (NCZs)

This document has been produced by NBP as a guide only. Please refer to AS1926.1-2012 for complete the full, comprehensive regulations.
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1800 min.

i - NCZ1- is a 900mm vertical plate on the outside face of a barrier. This NCZ may be
A cf:‘ﬁ located anywhere within the perpendicular height of a barrier or, where present

' ] anywhere between horizontal components or handholds and footholds on a barrier.
“# NCZS5 {_m&}" be NCZ2 - is a quadrant on the outside of a barrier created by a 900mm radius down
o :| climbable) from the top of NCZ1. NCZ2 is always immediately adjacent to NCZ1 on all barriers.
N NCZ3 —is a quadrant on the outside of a barrier created by a 900mm radius up from
the top of the barrier. When the top of the NCZ1 is below the top of a barrier then
:l NCZ3 shall extend vertically down to the top of NCZ1.

Barrier —|
NCZ4 - is required on all barriers with vertical openings 10mm to 100mm in width
FGL and is a 900mm high by 300mm wide deep rectangular space on the inside of the

SR barrier and shall align with NCZ1.

NCZ5 — applies to 1800mm boundary barriers only (2.1. [c]). It is the quadrant on the
inside of the barrier created by a 900mm radius down from the top of the boundary

(¢) Boundary barrier 1800 mm min. ey

Boundary Barriers

The minimum height of a boundary fence, if it is to be used as a boundary barrier, is to be 1800mm. This is to be measured from the internal
finished ground level (FGL), which is the ground level or other permanent stable surface on the inside of a barrier (as seen in 2.1. [c])

They must be permanent and structurally adequate.

The maximum gap between ground level and bottom of fence is 100mm

Boundary fences have to be deemed non-climbable from the inside. The approach side has no NCZ and can be deemed climbable.

Intersections with boundary fences 1 e
= Barriar
This applies when a 1200mm pool barrier intersects with a Tep part of
boundary barrier to create a pool enclosure. =— Barrier barrisr maximum
Where the top rail or surface of the internal 1200mm barrier is not 1 |'f A0 mm wide —| 'i
more than 50mm wide at any point within the NCZ5, and the ( i_ ) \ Intarsscting T
1200mm barrier intersects to 1800mm boundary barrier at an - S*EE Dﬁ‘?“ A This barrier must Intersect ;;”iﬂ' within the—
angle between 45° and 135° it can be left with no alterations to the :h: 1‘3;,:,90'::1: i?;:z':r;::r LER S R
intersecting panels. (See figure 2.2.) I . ol
| ‘@ i : DETAIL &
& !
han ' {b} Intersecting barrier with top less than 50 mm in width
DIMENSIONS IN MILLIMETRES
Boundary barrier FIGURE 2.2 BOUNDARY BARRIERS
Internal barrler —~
. \\
\ g
\'_.‘-%F’ " Where the top rail or surface of the internal
\'\ﬁ_ ) _ o y F 1200mm barrier is greater than 50mm and is
1g'oo & N it g A ' located within NCZ5, the height of the lower
rr"l"' ? I barrier shall extend to a height not less than
1
" , S0 1800mm and extend not less than 900mm from
- N g | . .
e - = | the intersection
o , ( See figure 2.2.)
e !

(c) Intersecting barrier with top greater than 50 mm in width
DIMENSIONS IN MILLIMETRES

FIGURE 2.2 (in part) BOUNDARY BARRIERS

This document has been produced by NBP as a guide only. Please refer to AS1926.1-2012 for complete the full, comprehensive regulations.
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Barriers not less than 1800mm

A 1800mm high barrier that is not on a boundary or being used as a boundary fence may still be used as a pool barrier. In this case the

barrier would not require any NCZ on the outside or inside of the fence. However if this intersects with a normal 1200mm pool barrier
NCZ apply as seen in figure 2.3.
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DIMENSIONS IN MILLIMETRES

FIGURE 2.3 INTERSECTING INTERNAL BARRIERS

Horizontal Components of Barriers

No barrier shall incorporate a horizontal component within NCZ1 and 2, that has a top surface greater than 10mm which could be
considered a hand hold or foothold, unless such a surface is sloped at not less than a 60° angle from the horizontal plane.
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This document has been produced by NBP as a guide only. Please refer to AS1926.1-2012 for complete the full, comprehensive regulations.



How to construct Safety Barriers on Sloping Sites
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